Skills: Writing and Related Skills
Goal/Rationale:

Develop skills in written communication and expression, reading, critical thinking, and oral expression.

Expected Outcomes are:
1. Apply basic skills in expository writing
2. Demonstrate critical thinking through written and oral expression

3. Retrieve and use written information analytically and effectively

Courses proposed for this component of the general education curriculum should be designed with these objectives in mind and should be thought of in terms of their contribution to the requirement as a whole. Proposals should address the following questions:

1. How do the particular objectives of the course fit the objectives of the category?

2. How do the readings assigned fit the objectives of the category? 

3. How do the topics fit the objectives of the category?

4. How do the written assignments fit the objectives of the category?

5.  How will students sharpen communication skills through the preparation of essay exams and papers and through participation in discussions in this course?

First Course proposals should also address how the course will prepare students to produce writing characterized by a clear sense of purpose, well ordered and supported ideas, style appropriate to purpose and audience, and control of grammatical and mechanical elements.

Proposals for Second Writing Courses should address the following:

· Does the course build on fundamentals of expository writing as set forth in the first course in writing (refer to the sample syllabus for English 110 when addressing this question)

· How does the course incorporate topics and writings related to the United States?

· Does the course include significant writing experiences and other related skills involving effective written and oral communication? 

· Has there been specification of an appropriate text, writing manual, or other resource that speaks to the pedagogy of effective communication?

· Does the syllabus include opportunities for feedback on writing and revision?

Proposals for Third Writing Courses should address the following:

· How does this course qualify as a significant writing course?

· In what ways are students provided opportunities for multiple revisions of writing assignments?

· How will the course assist in the development of general critical and analytical abilities?

· Are students provided with opportunities for oral articulation of ideas?

Please submit a separate rationale, course syllabus, answers to the questions above with reference to the syllabus, and an assessment plan for the course. Sample assignments and exams may be submitted as well.

Courses proposed for the Writing and Related Skills category should

1. be vetted by the ASC CCI in light of the goals and objectives stated above; and, 

2. in the spirit of “general education courses,” be made available to undergraduates with a minimum of prerequisites required and not restricted to majors.

First Course

The First Writing Course is a freshman level course, prerequisite to second and third courses, housed in the English Department.  The First Writing Course is designed to train students in the fundamentals of expository writing.  The aim of the course is to:

· Introduce students to the conventions and challenges of academic discourse

· Prepare students to read critically and analytically

The course must be kept to a size appropriate to the realization of the goals of college composition courses.

Second Course
The Second Writing Course is meant to be taken during the sophomore year.  It is offered by departments from across the university, and is expected to include content and writings pertaining to the United States  Topics that deal with the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United States, with special attention to issues of race, gender, class, and ethnicity, are particularly appropriate..  Credit for the second writing course is not allowed to count on the major.

The aim of the Second Writing Course is to:

· Utilize analysis, discussion, and writing to extend the student’s ability to read carefully and express ideas effectively

· Further develop basic skills in expository writing and oral expression
· Develop skills in effective communication and in accessing and using information analytically
The course size is limited to 25 students per section.

Third Course

The intent of the Third Course is to assure that junior or senior year students are provided an upper-level course in their major that contains a significant writing component.  This can be realized in one or a series of courses that count as a part of the major.
The aim of the Third Writing Course is to:

· Apply writing skills to the major

· Develop skills in the oral articulation of ideas as well as their critical and analytical abilities in reading demanding texts and synthesizing ideas
